2009 Twin Cities MCC Relief Sale Summary

The day was bright for the sale at the Hennepin Technical College.  Even though the economy led most of us to expect fewer people and lower proceeds, people were generous.  There was almost the same number of people (800) this year as attended each of the last two years.  The total proceeds for the day were about $78,000, only $1000 less than last year.  Newcomers are always in awe at the size and quality of the sale.  Our expectations were wonderfully exceeded!
Here are the preliminary results compared to last year:

                                            2009                                    2008

Alt Market                          $393                                    $949

Food                                $5,939                                  $6,699

Art Market                       $2,921                                  $3,733

Children's Store                  $191                                     $386

Quilters Corner                   $665                                     $889

Bake Sale                         $2,753                                  $3,078

Children's Auction              $386                                     $576

Children's Crafts                   $85                                      $275

Live Auction                  $38,625                                 $42,404      

Silent Auction                  $2,995                                   $2,654

Pledges                           $11,322                                   $5,116

New Hope Gift                 $5,000                                   $5,000

Gift From Faith Church       $500                                          0

Penny Power                     $1,954                                 $2,280

Penny Power Match          $4,000                                 $4,000   

Miscellaneous                         
                                $586  

People were most generous this year with direct pledges of money for MCC projects were up substantially.  Pledges this year for our local connection at St. Stephen’s Thanksgiving Day Free Store, however, were lower than in 2008. 

There were two exciting events during the Bread for All section of the live auction.  First, twelve children paraded to auditorium with twelve loaves of bread.  These loaves were auctioned off, two at a time, starting at $400.  Several people pledged at this level and many others at lower levels.  The children then had the opportunity to make sandwiches from the loaves of bread and take them to a local homeless shelter.  Then came a beautiful parade of twelve women, many in traditional Ethiopian dress, carrying bread-themed baskets. The baskets were auctioned with those bidding first, getting first pick of the baskets. The Bread for All auction proceeds will help to provide 2,072 people, food for a month in Africa.

Most of the smaller venues such at the Bake Sale, Quilter’s Corner, Artisan Market, Children’s Store, Children’s Toy Auction, and the Café had fewer customers and revenue than last year.  The Silent Auction was the exception, generating more revenue this year.

Children again created MCC newborn and school kits.  They also had the opportunity to bid on children’s toys at a live auction and to buy items at the Children’s Store. The day also included MCC displays, MDS displays, information about Penny Power projects, and a special musical instrument connection with Paraguay that grew out of the Mennonite World Conference.  

This year the food was estimated very well, with little to auction at the end. Some favorite foods were “pre-sold,” giving people a guarantee that verenicke, preschke and sausage would not run out.

Newcomers are always in awe at the size and quality of the sale.  This year was no exception.  Blessings flowed all around.

Detailed results follow:

Here are the preliminary results compared to last year:

                                            2009                                    2008

Alt Market                          $393                                    $949

Food                                $5,939                                  $6,699

Art Market                       $2,921                                  $3,733

Children's Store                  $191                                     $386

Quilters Corner                   $665                                     $889

Bake Sale                         $2,753                                  $3,078

Children's Auction              $386                                     $576

Children's Crafts                   $85                                      $275

Live Auction                  $38,625                                 $42,404      

Silent Auction                  $2,995                                   $2,654

Pledges                           $11,322                                   $5,116

New Hope Gift                 $5,000                                   $5,000

Gift From Faith Church       $500                                          0

Penny Power                     $1,954                                 $2,280

Penny Power Match          $4,000                                 $4,000   

Miscellaneous                         
                                $586  

Total 


$77,729                             $78,625

With the exception of the members of Emmanuel and Faith Mennonite Churches, those that signed up found out about the sale through these means:

Word of mouth
65

Brochure
23

Poster

 7

Newspaper
4

Email

4

Drive by ads
4

Churches
22 (4 heard at the Greek Orthodox Festival)

Radio

1

There were 230 people who volunteered during the day, and 10 people signed up to be first time volunteers in 2010. Forty-two people said this was their first year at the sale, 22 said it was their second, and more than 40 had attended 3 or more years. There were 187 bidders, with over 130 winning bidders.  Of the bidders, 98 took home items under $100.  There were 95 new names on the list of bidders.  The top 7 auction items accounted for 25% of the total live auction revenue.  Eighteen bidders accounted for 50% of the total at the auction.  There were no $4,000 quilts this year but many $400 quilted items.

Live and Silent Auction Comparative Results Summary



Category
2009 Category

Category 
Total

%

2008 Data 
Cat Pct
 2009 increase % increase

Quilts 

$29,845.00 
56.07%
 
$34,421.00 
68.62% 
-$4,576.00 
-13.29%

Silent 

$2,995.00
 5.63% 

$2,654.00 
5.29% 
$341.00 

12.85%

Wood & Art 
$7,460.00 
14.01% 

$7,620.00 
15.19% 
-$160.00

 -2.10%

Services & Events $445.00 
0.84% 

$0.00

 0.00% 
$445.00

Addendum 
$2,838.50 
5.33% 

$1,660.00 
3.31% 
$1,178.50 
70.99%

MCC Bids 
$9,627.57 
18.09% 

$3,645.00 
7.27% 
$5,982.57 
164.13%

Uncategorized 
$20.00 

0.04% 

$160.00 

0.32%
 -$140.00
 -87.5%

Total 

$53,231.07 


$50,160.00 

$3,071.07 
6.12%
